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Dedicated to Excellence 



This policy is a statement of the principles, aims and strategies for the teaching of History at Bethersden 

Primary School.  

1. Vision  

At Bethersden Primary School, we value History as an important part of the children’s 
entitlement to a broad and balanced curriculum. History is integral in instilling curiosity and 
forming enquiring minds; it allows children to ask questions, consider reasoned judgements and 
develop criticality. Our children will leave Bethersden as young historians, equipped with the 
skills, understanding and most importantly enthusiasm for the subject. 
 

2. Aims & Objectives  

In accordance with the National Curriculum for History, we aim to: 

 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological 
narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have 
shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the 
wider world  

 know and understand significant aspects of history of the wider world: the natures 
of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic 
features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind  

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as 
‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’  

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 
consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 
connections, draw contrast, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and 
create their own constructed accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used 
rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting 
arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed  

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different 
contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and 
international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and 
social history; and between short and long term timescales 

3. Expectations  
 

Throughout their years at Bethersden, our children will participate in a carefully sequenced 
History curriculum to ensure progress is made in historical knowledge and skills. 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage: 
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, history makes a significant contribution to the 
development of the Early Learning Goal of ‘Understanding of the World’. We provide activities 
that support looking at change over time, for example: using stories that introduce a sense of 
time, finding out about people from the past, comparing artefacts from different times and 
making the most of opportunities to value histories from their own and other cultures. 
 

Key Stage One: 
During years 1 and 2, pupils are taught: 
- About changes within living memory and their impact on national life  



- About events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for 
example, the Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events 
commemorated through festivals or anniversaries]  

- About the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national 
and international achievements. 

- About significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 
 
Key Stage Two: 

In Key Stage Two, pupils are taught: 
- About changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 
- About the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 
- About Britain’s settlement by the Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
- About the Vikings and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England 
- About a local history study 
- A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronology beyond 

1066 
- About the achievements of the earliest civilisations 
- About Ancient Greece 
- About a non-European society that provides contrast with British history 

 
Throughout their time at Bethersden, our children will develop their understanding and use of a 
range of historical skills including: chronology, making connections, comparing and contrasting, 
using evidence, asking questions and drawing conclusions. 
 

 

4.   Planning & Organisation 
At Bethersden, the teaching and implementation of the History Curriculum is based on the 
National Curriculum and is planned using Cornerstones: Curriculum Maestro (Curriculum 22 
model). The Cornerstones approach follows the structure of: Engage, Develop, Innovate, 
Express. This is the basis for teaching and learning across all the foundation subjects. History 
topics become the driver units for two terms of the school year. These topics are then 
supported by cross-curricular links in Art, Design Technology and Geography. The History 
projects are well sequenced to provide a coherent subject scheme that develops children’s 
historical skills (including: comparing and contrasting, reporting and concluding, viewing 
sources and artefacts) and historical knowledge (including: civilisations, everyday life, 
hierarchy and power). Children revisit and review their understanding of each of these areas as 
they progress through their primary school years. The Cornerstones curriculum is an ambitious 
curriculum which sets high standards for all children. 
 

5.   Assessment  

Formative assessment happens throughout every history lesson where teachers ask questions and make 

observations to gauge their classes’ understanding. Teachers use these assessments to offer on-the-spot 

support for children who require it and to inform future lesson planning. At the end of every 

Cornerstones history lesson, a digital assessment form is completed gauging the children’s knowledge 

understanding and skills development against the targets of that specific lesson. This is assessed using 

the criteria: Not Attained, Partially Attained and Attained. At the end of each long term (three times a 

year), the class teacher completes formal assessment by tracking the progress made against their year 

group’s historical knowledge and skills. This graded as: On Track and Not On Track. 

 



6.    Inclusion  

At Bethersden, we believe all children are entitled to a broad and balanced curriculum. For this 

reason, we ensure that all children are provided with the necessary support to access their 

history lessons. Any child may need extra support to understand a concept or to master a new 

skill and so scaffolding (eg. teacher models, key vocabulary banks and visual aids) are available 

to any who may require it. The Cornerstones curriculum is pitched towards the children’s prior 

knowledge, and skills are often revisited across year groups to allow for them to be fully 

embedded by all learners. Our history lessons are interactive, allowing all learners, of varying 

ability levels, to participate and engage with the lessons. For children requiring further support, 

Learning Support Assistant are deployed during lessons or to pre-teach new vocabulary prior to 

the lesson.  

 

7.    Monitoring and Evaluation  

The history subject leader will be responsible for ensuring the quality of teaching and learning 

across the school. The history subject leader will:  

 be available to support teachers with their planning and teaching of history.  

 monitor and review: planning, teaching and learning to ensure children are accessing the 

history curriculum.  


