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This policy is a statement of the principles, aims and strategies for the teaching of Geography at 

Bethersden Primary School.  

1. Vision  

At Bethersden Primary School, we value Geography as an important part of the children’s 

entitlement to a broad and balanced curriculum. Geography aims to inspire children’s curiosity, 

interest and appreciation for the world that we live in. We intend to equip children with the 

geographical knowledge to develop their skills through studies of places, people and natural and 

human environments. Our aim is for our children to leave Bethersden as thoughtful citizens, 

who consider their impact on and role in caring for the environment. 

2. Aims & Objectives  

In accordance with the National Curriculum Geography, we aim to: 

 develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both 
terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and 
how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes  

 understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features 
of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation 
and change over time  

 are competent in the geographical skills needed to:  
          - collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through 
experiences of fieldwork that deepen     their understanding of geographical processes 
         - interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, 
diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)  
         - communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through 
maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. 

3. Expectations  
 

Throughout their years at Bethersden, our children will participate in a carefully sequenced 
Geography curriculum to ensure progress is made in geographical knowledge and skills. 
 
Early Years Foundation Stage: 
In the Early Years Foundation Stage, geography makes a significant contribution to the 
development of the Early Learning Goal of ‘Understanding of the World’. We encourage 
children to observe, comment and ask questions about aspects of their familiar world, such as 
the place where they live, the school environment or the natural world around them. Through 
observation and hands-on experiences children learn to identify and explore similarities, 
differences, patterns and change in their world. They are encouraged to view the world with 
awe and wonder and to reflect on their observations – verbalising their ideas. 
 

Key Stage One: 
During years 1 and 2, pupils are taught: 
- develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. 
- understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical 

geography  
- begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their 

locational awareness.  
 



Key Stage Two: 
 In KS2 children will: 
- extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United 

Kingdom and Europe, North and South America.  
- apply their knowledge of the characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant 

human and physical features.  
- develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their 

locational and place knowledge. 
 

 

4. Planning & Organisation 
 

At Bethersden, the teaching and implementation of the Geography Curriculum is based on the 

National Curriculum and is planned using Cornerstones: Curriculum Maestro (Curriculum 22 

model). The Cornerstones approach follows the structure of: Engage, Develop, Innovate, 

Express. This is the basis for teaching and learning across all the foundation subjects. A 

Geography topic becomes the driver unit for one term of the school year with a complimentary 

stand-alone, skills-based topic in each year group. These topics are then supported by cross-

curricular links in Art, Design Technology and History. The Geography projects are well 

sequenced to provide a coherent subject scheme that develops children’s skills (including: using 

geographical resources like maps, use the eight compass points and grid references and gather 

data as part of fieldwork) and knowledge (including: recognizing the continents and oceans, 

describing a range of human and physical features and applying locational knowledge). Children 

revisit and review their understanding of each of these areas as they progress through their 

primary school years. The Cornerstones curriculum is an ambitious curriculum which sets high 

standards for all children. 

 

5.   Assessment  

Formative assessment happens throughout every geography lesson where teachers ask questions and 

make observations to gauge their classes’ understanding. Teachers use these assessments to offer on-

the-spot support for children who require it and to inform future lesson planning. At the end of every 

Cornerstones geography lesson, a digital assessment form is completed gauging the children’s knowledge 

understanding and skills development against the targets of that specific lesson. This is assessed using 

the criteria: Not Attained, Partially Attained and Attained. At the end of a geography-driver term, the 

class teacher completes formal assessment by tracking the progress made against their year group’s 

geographical knowledge and skills. This graded as: On Track and Not On Track. 

 

6.    Inclusion  

At Bethersden, we believe all children are entitled to a broad and balanced curriculum. For this 

reason, we ensure that all children are provided with the necessary support to access their 

geography lessons. Any child may need extra support to understand a concept or to master a 

new skill and so scaffolding (eg. teacher models, key vocabulary banks and visual aids) are 

available to any who may require it. The Cornerstones curriculum is pitched towards the 

children’s prior knowledge, and skills are often revisited across year groups to allow for them to 



be fully embedded by all learners. Our geography lessons are interactive, allowing all learners, 

of varying ability levels, to participate and engage with the lessons. For children requiring 

further support, Learning Support Assistant are deployed during lessons or to pre-teach new 

vocabulary prior to the lesson.  

 

7.    Monitoring and Evaluation  

The geography subject leader will be responsible for ensuring the quality of teaching and 

learning across the school. The geography subject leader will:  

 be available to support teachers with their planning and teaching of geography.  

 monitor and review: planning, teaching and learning to ensure children are accessing the 

geography curriculum.  


